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that strange, indefinite relation for another world
with a husband of superior rank in the church?
The office of priest, of prophet, of seer, has in
every country a peculiar charm for women; what
curates are in London, abbes in Paris, mollahs in
Cairo, gosains in Benares, these elders and apostles
are in Utah; with the added grace of a personal
power to advance their female votaries to the
highest of celestial thrones. Except the guru of
Bombay, no priest on earth has so large a power of
acting on every weakness of the female heart as a
Mormon bishop at Salt Lake. Who shall assure
the humbler Saint that priests possessing so much
power in heaven and on earth will never, in these
secret sealings for eternity, violate his right, outrage
his honour, as a married man ?

Another familiarity, not less strange, which
the Mormons have introduced into these delicate
relations of husband and wife, is that of sealing a
living person to the dead.

The marriage for time is an affair of earth, and
must be contracted between a living man and a
living woman; but the marriage for eternity, being
an affair of heaven, may be contracted, say these
Saints, with either the living or the dead; provided
always that it be a real engagement of the persons,